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On  May  4,  2006, a Transmile Airlines B727-200, registration number 9M-TGA, experienced a reported
left  wing tank fuel explosion during ground maintenance in Banglore, India.  The airplane was being
readied  for towing following maintenance to repair a fuel leak.  While the auxiliary power unit was
operating  and  providing  electrical  power to the airplane, the tow crew felt a "jolt" and noticed
that  a  circuit  breaker  for  the  left  wing fuel tank boost pump had tripped.  Inspection of the
airplane  revealed  substantial  structural  damage  to  the left wing in the area of the fuel tank.
There were no injuries.

The  investigation  is  being conducted by the Director General of Civil Aviation India.  The Safety
Board  is  supporting  the  investigation  with  a  team  led  by  Lorenda  Ward,  U.S.  Accredited
Representative.    She  is  accompanied  by Safety Board specialists in Fire/Explosion, Systems, and
Structures, as well as representatives from the Federal Aviation Administration and Boeing.

Further information about this investigation should be obtained from:

Director General of Civil Aviation India   
Air Safety Directorate
Aurbindo Marg, Opp. Safdarjung Airport
New Delhi 110 003, India
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